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English Masterpieces

Year 2012-13
An idol from a slum

Should schools keep mobile phones for students?
Should we have more P.E. lessons?
Hard work? Not the key to success in the workplace

Kill stress ASAP
A cooking competition

Share my job experience as an assistant tour guide

Year 2013-14

One day trip in Hong Kong with Paula
One day trip in Hong Kong with Paula

Let’s stop bullying
Homeschooling issue

A war against depression
A letter of advice

The influences of modern music

Year 2014-15

Let's be environmentally friendly!

Keeping animals in zoos
Help Nepal earthquake
Cookathon of love

Overprotective parents — like or dislike?
Matilda — My ‘fun-reading’ experience

My dream job
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A day out with our G.E.O.

International Save the Earth Week
Adjust mindset to encounter my debut

Best show ever!

Are online activities good or bad for us?
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The ‘cyber-effect’

Year 2016-17

So many perks in the wallflower being!
When the burden of expectations is too much to bear
Food donation network must be expanded

We need babies!
A letter to the editor

There is now more political awareness

Organ donation
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An idol from a slum N, ‘
3A Helen Yau Hiu Lam e *&4

Once upon a time, there was a girl named Phoebe. She was poor and
lived in a slum. Houses there were cramped and small; streets were smelly,
narrow and so dirty that they were full of flies.

Because of poverty, she worked to earn money. No matter how hard the
work her boss told her to do was, she just nodded and did it instantly.

Each child living in the slum wanted to go to school because education
was a way to escape poverty. However, they were poor and did not have
enough money for the study. Therefore, to help those poor children, every
year, the headmaster of the school in that district would choose a few
children to receive the sponsorship.

This year, luckily, Phoebe was selected by the principal. In the first
month, Phoebe felt shy when she went to school. She felt embarrassed when
she could not answer her teacher’s questions. However, she did not want
to lose this chance to have education, so she told herself to work hard and
triumph against all the odds.

Because of her hard work and determination, she got good results in her
examination. Everyone was shocked. She became famous as many people
knew the slum in which she lived. She was the first child from a slum to get
a good result. Everyone was so proud of her that they celebrated for several
days and nights.

Finally, a wealthy businessman bought the slum. The slum became better

than before and the environment there was also improved. Everyone there
then became hopeful and thanked Phoebe whole-heartedly.
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Should schools keep mobile phones Ny

for students? S
3C Angela Hui Ching Man

At present, our school collects all the mobile phones from students
before lessons. In my opinion, it is a good practice. In this essay, I will
discuss the advantages and disadvantages of school administrators keeping
students’ mobile phones.

One advantage of this practice is that students will pay attention in
lessons and not be affected by their phones. With smartphones, students can
do many things such as playing games and surfing the Internet. Students
will be inattentive if they have a phone on hand.

Another advantage of this practice is that the school can prevent
students’ mobile phone from being stolen and students do not need to worry
about it. Every morning, students hand in their phones and get it back after
school. It is very safe.

However, there are some disadvantages. One disadvantage is that the
mobile phones may get broken when the janitors collect them. There are at
least 30 cell phones collected from students in my class. All phones are put
into a plastic bag. They may get broken easily.

Unfortunately, this practice creates problems for the janitors since they
have to collect all the mobile phones from different floors every day. Do you
know how many phones are collected? At least 600 a day! It is quite bulky
to take them to the school office and store them.

In conclusion, there are both advantages and disadvantages to keeping

mobile phones for students, but I firmly believe that the benefits outweigh
the drawbacks. Therefore, schools should keep mobile phones for students.
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Should we have more P.E. lessons?
3D Kiwi Chan Shuk Wai




Lui Cheung Kwong Lutheran College 35th Anniversary Literary Collections

Someone has recently proposed that we should have more P.E. lessons.
In this essay, I will discuss the good points and bad points of the proposal.

There are some advantages to having more P.E. lessons. In our daily life,
we always study all day long in school. We need to do much homework and
prepare for exams, so we do not have time to do any exercise. As students
are very busy, we should have more P.E. lessons to relax our bodies.

Another advantage is that some students may be good at some sports
such as baseball, volleyball or football. If they have more P.E. lessons, they
can practise more. Other students can develop their interests in sports.

However, there are disadvantages to having more P.E. lessons. If we
have more P.E. lessons, we do not have enough time to study the core
subjects. For example, Chinese and English languages. These subjects are
more important than P.E. lessons.

The second bad point is that more P.E. lessons will make the students
feel tired. If they feel tired, they cannot concentrate on the lessons. Their
results will get worse.

I firmly believe that the advantages of having more P.E. lessons
outweigh the disadvantages of it. Therefore, the school should offer more P.E.
lessons.
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Hard Work? Not the Key
to Success in the Workplace e
5B Ip Cheuk Hei

Someone said, ‘Hard work is the key to success in the workplace.’ In
fact, it was found that more than 50% of Hong Kong citizens agreed with
this statement. I disagree with the declaration. To start with, I think hard
work is not the primary element. There are other attributes which make you
succeed, including excellent interpersonal skills, a sense of responsibility
and being confident and good at following orders.

Workers need to have exceptional communication skills. Although
communication is easy for some people, it is crucial for workers, especially
salespeople and managers, who have to meet hundreds of customers every
day. They have to talk well and have excellent face-to-face communication
so that they can do business.

Also, we need to have a sense of responsibility. In my view, your
employer will trust you if you have a strong sense of responsibility. It means
being well organized and able to finish your work on time, demonstrating
you have good time management. Your employer will know you are a good
worker. Consequently, you may have the opportunity to get promoted.

Last but not least, I think workers need to be confident and good at
following orders. If you are self-assured, your employer will think you have
the ability to work more independently. For example, a confident musician
can play an instrument wonderfully. Also, being good at following orders is
important because your boss will trust you.

In conclusion, hard work is not the only key to success in the workplace
since excellent interpersonal communication skills, a strong sense of
responsibility, being confident and being good at following orders are
also important. These qualities can make you work successfully. That is
why I disagree with the statement, ‘Hard work is the key to success in the
workplace.’
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Kill stress ASAP p
5B Connie Ng Kwan Yi ! ﬁeé{

Nowadays, there are a lot of examinations and homework in school. Students
have to face them. They cannot ignore them. In fact, students need to learn more
than ten subjects in junior forms, and there are five to six subjects in senior forms.
According to research, most students have stress related to school, family or friends.

If students cannot deal with their stress appropriately, they will be in trouble.
For example, they will get lost and have negative thinking. They may have insomnia
as they cannot sleep at night. If they have more and more stress, they may commit
suicide to end their pressure. It is wrong! It cannot help them at all. Therefore, we
need to handle the problem correctly. Find a good way to deal with your stress as
soon as possible.

First, students should have more outdoor activities with friends or families. If
you join some activities which are fun and entertaining, it can help you to reduce
your pressure. When you stay outdoors, I believe you will feel more relaxed.
Moreover, you can play more sports games with friends. You can forget the unhappy
things while having fun. Also, after the exciting activities, you will become more
comfortable.

Second, students can seek help from friends, family members or someone whom
you believe. Tell them what you are facing and find a positive way to cope with
your problem together. Also, talking more with others, you can be happier. You can
share some jokes with each other. Jokes can make you laugh. A study has found
that laughing can reduce stress. I believe that if you seek help from your friends or
family, they must help you and they will encourage you to keep on.

Third, students should change their wrong concepts. In Hong Kong, most people
think that studying in university is the only way to be successful. It is not sensible
enough. For example, Bill Gates, a famous tycoon in the world, did not finish his
study in university. However, he has much more money than you and I. So going to
university is not the only way out. You can find other ways. Remember, never give
up. Positive thinking is essential for a healthy life.

To sum up, students have to do more outdoor activities to relax and seek help

from friends or family to find a good way to cope with stress. Furthermore, changing
your mind is important. Strike a balance between leisure and study!

77



£107-710¢ s22a1dsaasejy] ysijdug

Where Flowers Bloom

78

A cooking competition
6E Narcisse Cheng Tsz Shun
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“Three! Two! One! Action! Let’s see how they do their magic!” I was
going to cook steamed clams with glutinous rice in lotus leaf and pear and
tremella sweet soup. First, while I was waiting for the rice to be cooked, I
cut a pear into heart-shaped pieces. Then I put those pieces, the tremella,
some bitter-sweet apricot kernels and water into a pot and started braising it.
Just when everything was in full swing, Mary shrieked and Mr. Poon came
to us and said, “That poor chicken was trying hard to escape!” I found that
the chicken was on the floor which made everyone laugh.

When the atmosphere seemed relaxing, 30 minutes had already passed. I
immediately started stir-frying the mixed rice with crab roe, dried pork, and
spring onions. While I was pouring the rice, clams, and garlic onto the lotus
leaf which was placed in a traditional Chinese steam cage, [ saw my mum
smile. I was poised to win with her spiritual back up! “Wait! How stupid I
am?” I thought. I had forgotten to add any flavouring during the stir-frying
process. Yet, I had no time to redo it. I could only put a pinch of sea salt on
top and then wrap the leaf to ensure there was no leakage.

The last 10 minutes flew by for me. I was so frustrated that the clams
would not be cooked in time. I took advantage of the high temperature of

the leaf packaging, I wrote “I love U” using egg white.

“Ding! Ding! Ding! Time’s up!”
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Share my job experience of being My .
an assistant tour guide on my blog *" &=

6E Tony Chien Chun Yin

During this summer vacation, I decided to do something I have not tried yet. To
make this summer holiday meaningful, I practised my daily English and learnt more
about the culture of Hong Kong — I became an assistant tour guide.

Owing to my lack of work experience, I could only be the assistant. It was still a
great chance! I was nervous at the beginning since I didn’t have great acquaintance
with the sightseeing spots in Hong Kong. Even though I am a Hong Konger, many
places are new to me. Fortunately, the tour guide whom I assisted was helpful. He
taught me what I didn’t know, and my unease got vanished quickly.

There were two places for the tourists and I to visit on that day. Our first
destination was Hong Kong Wetland Park. It is a really great eco-tourist spot in
Hong Kong. Why I said so? The tourists and I loved that place. We all thought it was
“a land of milk and honey”, which could let city-dwellers escape from the hustle and
bustle of the city. Also, the landscape there was fantastic, and I was delighted to see
tourists taking lots of photos.

Right after visiting the “Oasis of Hong Kong”, we went to Murray House. I
think it is a must-visit place for not only tourists but also you and me! For many
people, including Hong Kongers, they just take Hong Kong as a concrete jungle with
skyscrapers and fast-flowing traffic. Actually, it is not true. Hong Kong is a world-
class metropolis with colourful heritage. Murray House is exactly the place you
should go if you look for a different side of the city.

During this tour, I faced some difficulties. Sometimes, [ wasn’t able to answer
the questions about the customs and traditions of Hong Kong in details. Luckily,
all the tourists were friendly and understanding when I introduced each attraction
to them with my limited knowledge. The other part of my job was to take photos
for the tourists. Thanks to my skilful photo-taking technique, I got my job done
successfully.

After this tour, my knowledge and interest in ecology are enhanced. What’s more
important, I recognised the other side of my own city and like Hong Kong more and
more. It even arouses my interest to explore Hong Kong further in my leisure time.

Being a tour guide is really a valuable and fantastic experience! If you have such
a chance, don’t hesitate to have a taste of it.
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One day trip with Paula
1C Angelica Cheung Hoi Ching
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Last week, our GEO Judy’s daughter, Paula came to Hong Kong, and I showed
her around. Let me tell you about our trip.

In the morning, I went to a Chinese restaurant for breakfast with Paula. She
loves to eat dim sum very much, and she ate a lot! We all enjoyed the breakfast and
Paula said her favourite food is shaomai. I felt glad about it because shaomai is my
favourite too! After the pleasant meal, we went to the Art Museum. Paula said she
was good at art and this plan was suitable for her! Oh! I was jubilant when I heard
that!

In the afternoon, we went to Ocean Park. First, we took some pictures for Paula
and the cartoon characters. Next, we played a lot of games. Those games made Paula
and I feel very amazed and excited! Then, we had lunch in a small restaurant. The
food there was really yummy, but it was very expensive. After that, Paula and I went
shopping and bought some souvenirs. I just picked a few, but Paula bought a lot!
Finally, we left Ocean Park. Paula said she loved it so much and she really wanted to
go there again. So do I!

In the evening, we went to Ladies’ Market. Ladies’ Market has a lot of things
to buy, and Paula thought the things there were cute and full of surprises! She just
bought and bought and didn’t want to stop. Oh, shopping can never exhaust any
ladies! After two hours, we went to a large restaurant and had dinner. I ordered a
hotpot. Paula said that hotpot was the most delicious food in Hong Kong! I felt
surprised about that!

After dinner, we needed to say goodbye, and I went back to LCK with her.
Before I left, she said she was so thankful to me and gave me a hug! What a great

hug to end our great trip!

I thought this trip was fantastic and exciting. I want to hang out with Paula
again!
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One day trip in Hong Kong with Paula
1C Sherman Chu Man Sum
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3rd April 2014
Last Sunday was great for me!

Last Sunday, our GEO Judy’s daughter, Paula came to Hong Kong. As a student
ambassador at LCK, I had a day trip with her!

In the morning, I wanted to take her to some famous places in Hong Kong, so
1 took her to the Wisdom Path. Wisdom Path is on Lantau Island. It is the largest
outdoor wooden carving Buddhist Sutra in the world. The environment was hygienic,
and the air was fresh. It made us feel comfortable and relaxed.

In the afternoon, we went to the city’s very famous street — Ladies’ Market.
There were many different types of stalls and styles of goods. The prices were
reasonable. Ladies’ Market is the place where the foreign tourists must go. Paula
bought many souvenirs. She thought the things there were cheap and cheerful. At
about 12 o’clock, we left the market and had lunch. We tried some local cuisines and
explored side streets. We found some local food such as barbequed pork buns, spring
rolls, steamed vermicelli rolls, egg tarts and egg puffs. They were delicious! After
that, we went to a theme park — Ocean Park. Ocean Park has lots of exciting rides.
Paula and I loved the roller coaster. We wanted to see the dolphin show the most. It
was incredible, and the dolphins were cute! We took many photos of them!

At night, we went to the Peak. The Peak is the place where you can overlook
Victoria Harbour. If you go there in the morning, you will feel the charms of Victoria

Harbour. Paula told me that was beautiful and she loved going sightseeing.

I was so happy to have a short trip with Paula. It’s time for bed. Bye for now.
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Let’s Stop Bullying
2D Tracy Chan Pak Ue

Good afternoon, everyone. Today I’'m going to talk about bullying. In my speech,
I will tell you one significant cause of being bullied at school and ways of coping
with it.

First and foremost, being passive in the school environment will give others an
unfavourable impression. Sometimes, classmates may tease, scare or hurt the bullied
either in words or actions. At school, classmates may ignore and isolate the bullied.
They seldom talk to the victims, not to invite him or her to join class activities or
discussion. When time goes by, this situation may even get worse. Eventually, being
bullied will lower one’s self-esteem and confidence.

So, how can the victim handle this problem? To solve this issue, you should
firstly understand your interest well before joining a school club. If you are fond
of playing ball teams, why not go and join volleyball or football team? On the
other hand, you may try to participate in a calligraphy club which gives you a quiet
atmosphere to train your patience. If you join one of the school activities, you
will make more friends at school and enlarge your social circle. If you face any
difficulties or suffer any forms of bullying, your friends may come to help you and
give you support in various ways, for example finding out together the causes of
being bullied. Therefore, if you feel intimidated, be brave to talk to your teachers
and parents.

To sum up, bullying is a serious problem because it may influence one’s personal

and mental development. However, it doesn’t mean the victims can’t handle it.
That’s all I wish to say. Thank you for listening.
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Homeschooling issue
3A Maggie Leung Mei Ki

#107-€107 sooardaaaseiyy ysijBug

The public school system works for many people, but it is not the only choice
of education. Learning at home can be just as effective because of the flexibility in
where students learn and what they learn.

One of the advantages of homeschooling is that no commuting is needed. Taking
a course online can be one way to reduce the expenses of transportation. Students
can also work at home completing their class assignments. As a result, students save
time and money.

However, the disadvantage of homeschooling is that the learning mode may
not be ideal for all learners. I think online learning is not suitable for everyone. If
someone has problems with motivation and needs lots of attention from an instructor,
they may want to think carefully before enrolling in an online learning program.

Although the flexibility of homeschooling and the other advantages are very

appealing, it may happen that the drawbacks may bog you down. So, I think you
need to ask yourselves whether you are well-prepared to take such responsibility.
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A War against Depression
4A Alan Chan Yun Ching

Nowadays, as teenagers, we are encountering many sources of stress such as academic
achievements, friendship and family issues. Some of us cannot deal with those problems, and
we are living under pressure and anxiety. In the following paragraphs, I will share my friend’s
successful experience of defeating depression and then I will give some advice to you about
how to fight against depression.

My best friend, Tony, has become my classmate since Primary Five. He was a smart
student when he was in primary school to junior forms. However, when he was in F.4, he could
not adapt to the advanced learning mode due to the more challenging learning contents. He
always did homework and studied until midnight, but he still did poorly in exams. He tried to
share his situation with his parents, but his parents had little time at home. He thought there
was too much pressure from studying and he felt nervous and worried about it. He always
shouted at his parents when they asked him to have dinner.

It seems tough to overcome depression. However, Tony defeated it. After thinking long and
hard, he thought of some kinds of ideas to get rid of his stress. He made a revision schedule to
plan his time in advance. Since his parents had little time at home, he shared his situation with
his friends and class teacher, and they gave some useful ideas to improve his learning. Finally,
his exam results had a significant improvement in ranking.

In an attempt to defeat depression, there are many ways. However, there are some effective
ways that I can suggest. You can do something to relax yourselves. For instance, you can do
exercise, shout out your worries and take a shower. Moreover, you can be a volunteer to help
the needy. You have more chances to meet different kinds of people, and you can learn from
them. You can also try to share your thoughts with your friends, parents and teachers. With
sufficient social support, I think it can help you to overcome depression.

It sounds hard to beat depression. However, someone has said, “ No problem is too difficult

to overcome.” To deal with depression, just remember this idea: Stay active under stress at all
times.”
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A Letter of Advice

5D Finnie Law Pui Yan

Dear Helen,

I’m sorry to hear that your parents disagree with your decision of going to a
drama school after Form 6 and becoming a professional actress. I know you really
want them to support you as being an actress is your dream. It’s understandable that
you’re upset and depressed. Let me give you some advice that might help you.

Communication is essential. Usually, parents don’t support their children simply
because of misunderstanding. Sit down and talk to your parents peacefully. Listen
to their concerns about your entering showbiz and ask them why they have such
worries. Then, convince them how you’re going to protect yourself from various
dangers like temptations and sexual harassment. Assure them you’ll seek help from
them whenever you encounter difficulties because they are mature and trustworthy
enough to be your life coaches.

If they have a tough stance and you can’t convince them at the moment, try to
show them your strong passion for acting by taking part in relevant competitions
and joining some acting courses. In this way, not only will they know you’re
serious about your dream, but also they may be touched by your determination and
perseverance.

However, if your parents still disagree with your decision, don’t argue with
them. It doesn’t mean that you have to give up your dream. Be enthusiastic about
everything you’re doing, try your best at all times and keep a good rapport with your
parents. When days pass by, they’ll find that you’re no longer a child and you can
handle hurdles and face unpleasant situations yourself. Then, they’ll have confidence
in you and let you pursue your dream without any worries.

I hope my advice can help you solve your problem and I will support you
always. Do send me your latest news so that I can provide you with support from
time to time.

Love,
Chris
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The Influences of Modern Music
6A Jeannie Wong Sze Wai

Good morning principal, teachers and fellow schoolmates. It’s my pleasure to
stand here to share my views with you. I love listening to pop music during my
leisure time. What about you? Owing to the advancement of technology in recent
decades, the ways of music production, marketing and distribution have been

changed. It’s impossible to bring out the numerous changes, so I’'m going to point
out only six major influences stated as follows.

First and foremost, in the music production aspect, the method of music
recording has been improved. In the past, singers might have been required to finish
the whole song without making any mistakes. Otherwise, they would have to record
it once again, which is a highly time-consuming process. But now, musicians can
cut the song into small parts and then use some high-tech software to edit them. This
advancement not only comforts the production teams but also enhances the music
quality. It is beneficial to the music industry.

Besides this, virtual musical instruments are commonplace. Buying an extensive
range of high-grade musical instruments costs lots of money, which may increase
musicians’ financial burden. The advancement of technology contributes to more
and more multi-functional programs. Some of them can generate realistic and similar
sound effects to those made by quality musical instruments. Thus, there is no need to
purchase lots of expensive equipment, and the production cost can be considerably
lowered.
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In the music marketing aspect, people in business can promote their products via
different mass media, for instance, the Internet and TV advertisements. All the above
methods can help traders reach their potential customers and excavate business
opportunities because of their extensive coverage. It not only can bolster the sales
but also can assist the music industry to earn more revenue than before.

On top of that, the advanced technology can push the implementation of
individual marketing pattern. Nowadays, the well-developed technology allows
people in business to get various first-hand data at a low cost. They just need to
build up an information system so as to know more deeply about customers’ favours,
purchasing power and so on. After gaining some valuable details, producers can
produce more appropriate and personal products for target customers. If the goods
can adequately fulfil their unique needs, they will be more willing to buy. Gradually,
the music industry’s sales can be boosted.

Furthermore, in the music distribution aspect, the innovation of mobile apps
eases the process. People can now search for their favourite songs through the
browser, referring to the singers or the types of songs. They can start downloading
music by just clicking a few buttons and sitting sedentarily in front of their personal
computers. This convenience provides people with a great incentive to download
more frequently. In the long term, it’s advantageous for the music industry’s
sustainable development.

Last but not least, the popularity of social networking sites can speed up the
transmission of music. Netizens only need to ‘like’ or ‘share’ a post, and then even
people on the other side of the world can see it within a few seconds. Popular
sites like Facebook and Weibo, which increase the conveying speed, are crucial
to spreading music worldwide. This can help businessmen build up a positive
reputation which is useful for the development of the existing music industry.

To conclude, we can see that technology contributes a lot to the music industry.
Rome was not built in a day. We do need to thank the scientists for introducing
advanced technology which facilitates our daily life. That’s the end of my speech.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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Let’s be environmentally friendly!
3A Candy Poon Hiu Ching

Good morning, principal, teachers and fellow students.

It is my pleasure to present to you how to be environmentally friendly. There is
no doubt that our environment deteriorates every day. Therefore, I am going to talk
about the future of the planet if we do not protect it and the solutions.

The first point I want to show is many animals are becoming endangered and
vanishing since their habitat is at risk. Just let me take polar bears as an example.
Threatened by human carelessness and natural conditions, polar bears lose their
opportunity to live. Also, it will form a vicious cycle. Every time human feel hot,
they switch on air conditioners which produce loads of carbon dioxide. It destroys
the atmosphere and the average temperature increases. If it continues, we will hurt
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ourselves in the long term. Secondly, not only will we hurt ourselves, but we will
also hurt our children. It is unfair for them to cope with the problems created by
the previous generation. Therefore, rescue missions should be made compulsory

as people of all ages from all walks of life should take responsibility for saving our
precious habitat.

So what should we do to save the earth? The truth is that our mother nature
is sicker than we imagine. At school, I believe that you have already learnt the
4R principle: Recycle, Reduce, Replace and Reuse. With knowledge, we can
set rules to help ourselves to cultivate our habits. For instance, every time you
leave your classroom, unplug the air conditioners, lights and projectors. It is a
productive method to save electricity and raise students’ awareness of protecting
the environment. Besides that, I suggest that we should use both sides of the paper
and throw it as garbage. Overcutting down trees, humans have already forgotten the
importance of trees.

You can apply what you have learnt in school to your daily life. Currently, the
government has set a levy on the use of plastic bags. It is a possible method to make
citizens fully equipped with the basic concept of recycling and reusing recyclable
materials. You will remember to bring your shopping bags when you go shopping.
Also, you can draw more benefits by using more public transport instead of driving
private cars. Not only is it good for your health, but it can also help people to have
more fresh air.

Overall, saving our planet is everyone’s responsibility. When it comes to
responsibility, people will run away, but it is high time for us to change our attitude
and take action. Just do not let yourself lag behind on rescuing the environment. To
be or not to be, the ball is in your court. I hope you identify with my ideas and pay
attention to saving our future. Thank you very much indeed!
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Keeping animals in zoos
3A Cherry Chan Wing Hei
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There is no doubt that keeping animals in zoos is a controversial issue as many
people may think it is brutal of us to limit animals’ freedom. In spite of this, I am
positive about keeping them in zoos since animals can be well-protected. Keeping
them in zoos can also help moving our society forward.

To begin with, unique or precious species can be maintained easily in this
method. When they live in the wild, they tend to get hurt or be killed quickly by
natural predators such as lions, tigers and so on. As a result, the number of these
species will decrease. Worse, the problem of extinction may evolve. Conversely, this
situation is avoidable if animals are kept in zoos. Hence, it is worth keeping animals
in zoos for the sake of conserving the valuable species.

It is also beneficial for us to keep animals in zoos as it can help boost the
economy. Not only can zoo animals provide entertainment to people, but they can
also raise public awareness because of their adorable faces and behaviours. Because
of this, zoos can have new attractions so as to attract more people to visit. As a
result, profits can be generated, and local tourism can be motivated. In the long term,
the economy can also be boosted.

Some people may argue that illnesses among animals may be widespread as zoo
animals may face difficulties adapting to the particular environment. Indeed, there
may be a wide variety of hardships, such as food and living conditions, zookeepers
have to address. Yet, worrying concerns can be managed by scientists easily. For
example, sicknesses among animals are curable. Nevertheless, if animals stay in
the wild, they may be either killed or hurt by predators or even hunted by poachers.
Thus, keeping animals in zoos can help animals prevent from facing the significant
threat of living in the wild. It is worth keeping animals in zoos for greater protection
of animals.

Taking all these factors into account, we can draw a conclusion that keeping

animals in zoos is undoubtedly beneficial, so I hope more animals can live in zoos
for the benefits of the animals and human beings.
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Help Nepal earthquake
3A Chloe Kwan Hiu Lam
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Good morning, Principal, teachers and fellow schoolmates,

Today, I'm going to give a presentation on the earthquake happened in Nepal on
25 April 2015.

As we all know, Nepal suffered from a natural disaster in April. The Nepalese
government is devoted to doing the reconstructing work now. My brother, Chris
Wong, went there to volunteer last month. He told me a lot about the situation
of the Nepalese, the negative impacts brought by the earthquake was beyond his
description, and I think that we must take action at once.

Firstly, many Nepalese people were injured from the quake, and they don’t have
enough savings to afford medical fees. Please imagine that if you were one of the
victims and became disabled, how would you feel? Besides, heaps of Nepalese have
become homeless. Therefore, they need financial aid for the reconstruction of houses
and their future.

Secondly, the buildings got damaged in the aftermath, and the children there
cannot continue with their education. Since the buildings were severely damaged and
students can just stay at home. As a result, it makes children unable to be equipped
with knowledge in this period. Therefore, they need money to rebuild their schools.

What’s more important is that hygiene there has become worse. Many diseases
have spread over Nepal, so they need money to find out the treatment to cope with
those adverse conditions before it is too late.

Some people say that it is unachievable for them to donate a small amount of
money to improve the situation of Nepal. Nevertheless, the truth is that if we work
together, miracles will happen because our power is larger than what we imagine.
You all should be aware of the importance of your assistance. With your help, I
believe that environment in Nepal must be improved!

To sum up, we only have limited options. The ball is in your court! I believe that
you all will opt for the best choice. Therefore, let’s take action together before it’s

too late!

Thank you for listening attentively.
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Cookathon of Love h

3A Joan Ng Chung Wai

Recently, Yau Oi Community Centre
held a cookathon to raise money for those
needy. Through this fundraising activity,
all the participants cooked fine cuisine and
donated to disadvantaged groups. We hope
that this event can improve their living.

Firstly, the benefit of joining the
cookathon was to give assistance to people
who are in need, especially the elderly. The
aged receive a little amount of subsidies
from the government each month, but there
is not enough for them to have a good
living condition. Therefore, this function
must help those people who are suffering
from poverty at the moment.

Another advantage of joining the
cookathon was to deal with the problem of
age discrimination. Many people think that
the aged would not do anything since they
are old. However, some older adults are
more brilliant than teenagers because they
have many life experiences. Therefore, it
was meaningful for me to join the activity
and hoped I could learn from the aged.

Some people argue that holding this kind of event once is not enough to give
any help for the needy. However, I believe that through this, not only can we provide
assistance to support those disadvantaged groups, but we can also raise people’s
awareness about the ageing problem in society. After participating in it, I hope I can
be more generous with my family and also have a positive attitude about the elderly.

In conclusion, this fundraising cookathon is no doubt for all of you to participate

because it can improve the needy’s living standard and solve the issue of age
discrimination.
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Overprotective parents
— like or dislike?

3A Kylie Fok Hei

I think overprotective parents are bad
for children’s development. Children who
are protected by their parents don’t know

S10T-F10¢ sooardaaasepy ysyBug

how to do housework, such as doing the
laundry, or how to cook healthy food.
Some children even don’t know how to tie
their shoelaces as they do not need to do it
- their parents or helper will do it for them.

In the long run, having overprotective
parents means children will not be able to
stand on their own feet. They don’t learn
to take care of themselves. The only things
that they focus on is academic success.

Some people might say that having
protective parents will prevent children
from being hurt by society. But I don’t
think this is true. Our parents are older than
us, and when they die, they won’t be there
for us.

The best way to protect children, and
give them a good future, is to let them
learn how to take care of themselves. All

in all, having overprotective parents is bad
for children.

1 June 2015
Star Letter, Young Post, SCMP
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Matilda
— My ‘fun-reading’ experience
3B Shelly Wong Lai Ping
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Matilda is an intelligent and extraordinary girl. However, her parents are terrible
and don’t realise how clever Matilda is. At her school, there is a marvellous teacher
called Miss Honey and a horrible head teacher Miss Trunchball who hates gifted
children. In the end, Matilda uses her superpower to give an unpleasant surprise for
Miss Trunchball, and she gives Miss Honey’s house back. Finally, Matilda could live
in Miss Honey’s house.

Matilda is self-assured and brave. When she argued with Miss Trunchball, she
never scared. She looked straight at Miss Trunchball and spoke calmly. In the story,
Matilda’s father buys stolen cars. He paints a different colour, changes numbers, and
sells them to people. At the end of the story, the police come to him. It shows that we
must not get rich by being not honest or do anything illegally.

Moreover, the relationship between Matilda and her parents is not close. They
have generation gap and don’t understand each other. Her parents are ignorant and
uneducated. They should give it a try to know each other. For instance, they should
not just concentrate on the illegal business. Luckily, in my family, members are close
to one another, and we always consider each other. However, teens nowadays focus
on their mobile phones. It seems that they do not care about the family relationship. I
hope that none of the families in Hong Kong will be the same as the Wormwoods.

To conclude, this is a book that no one should miss.
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My Dream Job
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What career will you choose
in the future? Most students are
considering this question and I’'m
writing this article to discuss my
dream job. Being an English teacher
is my dream as it’s meaningful for
me to make a difference to others’
lives. I’'m going to talk about the
advantages of being an English
teacher.

In terms of the benefits of being
an English teacher, the influence
of English teachers to students is
long-lasting, and may even change
their lives. For example, English teachers help students to build up their foundation
of spoken English by practising with them regularly. The students know how much
effort their teachers have made and are influenced by their dedicated teachers. I
hope I can use my talent and passion in English to help students to develop such
determination so as to arouse their interest in learning English. I believe that English
in really important as it is an international language, so I hope I can do my best to
help them overcome the language barrier and connect to the world.

Apart from helping students, I believe English teachers can also contribute to
society. What English teachers should do is not only educate the next generation
but also train our future leaders. They are leading students towards success as they
are the role models for students. For example, students can learn from their attitude
and behaviour. I believe that English teachers also have a wide vision that can help
students as they provide a wide range of experiences for them. It shows that English
teachers can train students to overcome a chain of difficulties with their experiences
and vision. That’s why my mission is to contribute to society by training students to
be future leaders.

Having discussed the advantages of being an English teacher, I really hope I

can use my power to make a difference to others’ lives. I hope you can also have
seriously considered your dream job after reading this article.
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A Day Out with our GEO
1C Lucy Ng Mei Mei

Monday, 21st March 2016

Hi, buddy! Last Saturday, I went to The Peak Tower and Hong Kong Disneyland
with Ms Alex and my family. We spent the day together and it was a positive
experience.

At nine o’clock in the morning, we went to The Peak Tower. We took many
photos. Many funny things happened. For example, Ms Alex had a wide variety of
poses when she took photos with us. T asked Ms Alex how she felt about The Peak
Tower. She answered, ‘Oh, the scenery is spectacular; I can see the whole view of
Hong Kong.’

At noon, we went to a popular destination in Hong Kong — Hong Kong
Disneyland, which is located on Lantau Island. On the way, I talked to Ms Alex
about Hong Kong Disneyland; she was very excited and hoped to arrive there
immediately. After we arrived, we went on the roller coaster first. Ms Alex was over
the moon and said she wanted to try it again. While she was saying this, she was like
a little girl. I felt she was very cute. Then, we went on different exciting rides and
she also said she wanted to ride them again.

This was such an unforgettable day!
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International Save the Earth Week il

3C Janice Yeung Hoi Lam ‘ R

Good morning, Principal, teachers and fellow schoolmates,

Today, I’'m going to discuss what will happen if the environment is not well-
protected and how students can conserve Mother Nature at home and at school.

Nowadays, environmental issues are always the talk of the town. Climate change
has increased the global temperature, so the weather has become hotter and hotter.
Ice caps are melting; polar bears are facing the risk of losing their habitats. Worse
still, the endangered species are under threat of extinction. Heat waves are putting
people in jeopardy. So, it is a fact that Mother Earth is SICK now! If we aren’t aware
of this burning problem now and don’t take action to save the Earth immediately, ['m
sure our planet will self-destruct.

The first issue we need to tackle is air pollution. Exhaust fumes from cars release
carbon dioxide. Factories burn fossil fuels and create a lot of greenhouse gases.
These combine to produce pollutants in the air, resulting in serious air pollution.

What this creates is the alarming problem of global warming. Our planet’s
temperature is on the rise. As I have mentioned, large ice caps are melting and the
water level is rising rapidly. Besides, people always cut down trees which results in
serious deforestation, which decreases the number of trees to process photosynthesis.
More importantly, animals are losing their habitats.

In order to stop these things from happening, human beings have to take
immediate action to protect our living planet. We can plant more trees or start
recycling programmes at home and at school. We should use fans instead of air-
conditioners and keep the room temperature at 25.5 degrees Celsius. What’s more,
we should use less paper to save more trees.

In addition, governments must take a stand. The government should hold more
talks to raise people’s awareness of environmental issues or set up a plan which
can reduce the amount of carbon dioxide. For instance, there should be a Public
Transport Day on Thursdays, where people should be encouraged to try public
transportation, such as buses, LRT and MTR.

I believe that we can save our earth together if we work hand in hand. I trust our

earth will become better and better in future if everybody shares a part of it. Thank
you for your attention.
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Adjust mindset to encounter my debut . ..
5A Peter Chan Yu Hong ‘ a0

‘The only thing to fear is fear itself!” This quote from Franklin Roosevelt comes
to my mind whenever I am frightened. Last Sunday was not only a rainy day, but it
also was my band’s debut in Victoria Park. As the lead singer of the band, I was the
key person, central to the whole performance. Hence, the existence of fear, which
was driving me mad.

After adjusting my mindset, I was ready to light up the stage. In front of the
concert stage, the seats were fully occupied. There was a vast audience and more
spectators were expected to come. What an awesome scene it was! All of my buddies
were inspired and I could tell that their confidence was rising.

Our debut started with our first song — ‘We are the Champions’, the Queen
anthem. The audience was screaming crazily, which added to our excitement. The
more energy we put into our performance, the greater was the response, despite the
fact that some audience members were inciting conflict and causing the security
team to eject the main trouble makers. At the end of our performance, people were
clapping their hands and seemed to want more from us.

All In all, our debut was a success and we were impressed with ourselves.
However, more improvement is needed in order to make it perfect especially
the method of crowd control. Overall, we “kept on fighting till the end” and we
deserved to gain praise from the audience!

108



Lui Cheung Kwong Lutheran College 35th Anniversary Literary Collections

Best show ever!
5A Kristy Poon Ka Ki
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I am the lead singer in a band called ‘All For One’ and we held our first
performance at a music festival in Victoria Park last week. This was one of the best
performances of my life as it was the most enjoyable and memorable event ever.
Also, I had an awesome day with the audience as well. Moreover, we tasted some
food at the end of the carnival. All the above made me want to repeat the amazing
event.

Before the performance started, I was very anxious and I had butterflies in my
stomach. I was aware that I had never played a show before. My teammates cheered
and gave a hug to me so that I could calm down. Teamwork is our spirit. We were
preparing for the last rehearsal backstage when I saw that the line to the concert door
was longer than I thought it would be. Some people were dressed in weird costumes
and they were outstanding. On the street, there were some people selling fluorescent
sticks, cheering sticks, banners and some snacks which smelled delicious. Then we
started the concert.

When we walked on stage, people started yelling and shouting our band’s name.
While we were singing our first song, the audience was shaking green, yellow and
red fluorescent sticks, following the rhythm of the music. So we blew kisses into
the crowd to respond to the adoring fans. What’s more, the weather was nice. It was
neither hot nor cold, so it was perfect for an evening concert outdoors.

Before we knew it, the concert was over and my teammates and I praised each
other for contributing to the show’s success. We interacted with some of our fans
for a while, taking photos and signing autographs on CDs. Most of the audience just
wanted to leave and some of them even started pushing each other to get out of that
enormous stadium. Then we saw some attractive food carts. The smell was great. |
quickly bought a bottle of water as my throat was dry from singing so many rock
songs. My friends bought lots of food to satiate their hunger. Finally, my mom drove
us back to the music company.

At this event, I experienced one of the most delightful and unique experiences of

my life. I am looking forward to performing in concert again and can’t believe that
we are shooting for fame.
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Are online activities good or bad for us?
5B Ethan Lam Chun Kit
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In this technological age, the Internet and its associated electronic products have
become more and more pervasive in our daily lives. Admittedly, they are convenient
enough to meet our routine demands, but have you ever considered the impact they
have brought to our daily lives?

To start with, a lack of communication with people has been created due to these
online activities. A range of tools enables us to stay in touch with the virtual world;
there are dozens of communication apps which claim that they can help you keep
in touch with people from different locations while you are staring at your products
on the MTR or on the streets. What online activities have produced is a situation
where we are not able to communicate directly with others, no matter whether
it is at a social event or at the workplace. People have little communication with
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others. Eventually people will solely be the dummies of texting. In this case, do the
communication apps really enable you to communicate with people and stay in touch
with them?

Nonetheless, online activities cause people disruption. We are living in a world
which emphasises freedom of speech as well as freedom of the press. These have
ultimately infiltrated people’s consciousness. When a news reporter releases an
article about the obnoxious behavior of mainlanders, it always stimulates debate,
with all parties having their own stance and always insisting that their stance is
correct. They provoke others to prove them wrong. These counterclaims can lead
to further disruption where the user might ‘unfriend’ and block netizens or friends
because of these divided stances and opinions. As I have mentioned, continued
disagreements can lead to intercommunication no longer being possible. This
cracks their relationships eventually and not even a few stitches can repair the scars.
Therefore, we can see how online activities affect the attitudes and behavior towards
others.

To resolve this situation, we can first organise events for people, which offer a
platform for them to engage with each other to a greater degree. Cell phones, where
‘cell’ actually means a prison cell, which means when you are holding a cell phone,
you have already become a slave to it and it has trapped you, alienating you from
your friends. Therefore, events like games, school fairs or conversations moments
can be held to encourage people to put down their phones and speak more! We won’t
want to see a ‘we don’t talk anymore’ situation in our society. Actually, what we
need is, ‘We need to talk more’ instead!

Second of all, we should teach acceptance of difference. HK is a city full of
freedom and diversity, where people with diverse views must learn to get along
with others. We should learn not to be extreme or cause exasperation among people
because of their differences. We should learn to listen to what others say and any
debate should be gentle and polite.

In a nutshell, we might have been unconsciously affected by online activities,
but what we really need to do is to fine-tune ourselves and try not to fall into the
traps which the online world has set! We should use online communications wisely
in different ways!
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A green canteen
5E Jessica Chu Cheuk Ka
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On behalf of the Students’ Union, I am going to write a proposal with an aim
to promoting a new Green Canteen. Now, I will discuss three new measures in
different aspects.

Food Waste

Every day, Hong Kongers produce hundreds of thousands of kilogrammes of
food waste. This takes a heavy toll on our landfill and really gives a beating to
our environment. To alleviate this problem, I think our school could install some
composting facilities to decompose food waste and convert the waste into fertilizers
through the decomposition of micro-organisms. Why don’t we give it a try? Itis
beneficial to both us and our environment and we can achieve a win-win situation.

Green Meals

In my opinion, to promote a healthy lifestyle and the importance of a balanced
diet, our school should change the school canteen menu. Our school canteen
mainly sells unhealthy food, such as deep-fried chicken wings and instant noodles.
Even worse, student health is under threat. To tackle this problem, schools should
provide a wide range of food that can be chosen by students. The cooking method
should include steaming or stewing, instead of deep-frying. Also, in the meal,
the proportion of vegetables should be greater than meat. I think this measure is
acceptable since it can let the students realise the importance of being eco-friendly
and they can maintain a healthy life.

Green Facilities

Apart from various measures about green meals and food waste, there are some
advanced facilities to be considered. Solar panels should be installed so that solar
energy can then be absorbed and then converted to electrical energy for canteen use.
This can reduce the use of fossil fuel and cause less pollution. Besides, a cleaning
system should be set up to collect all the dishes and wash them together in a short
period of time. It can prevent the waste of water since water is precious for people
who lack clean water every day.

To conclude, I hope that school can accept these 3 measures concerning the

Green Canteen. We should take baby steps to change our daily habits and protect the
environment.
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The ‘Cyber-effect’
5E Stella Chan Pui Man

What comes to mind when we mention the words, ‘online’ or ‘internet’? Some
of you may think of cyber crime, cyber bullying or a wide range of online activities.
Now, I would like to discuss how seriously online activities affect the attitudes and
behavior of people in their daily lives and suggest two solutions to this issue.

The first major problem is how online activities make people become terribly
dependent on electronic devices, which affects their attitudes and behavior almost
immediately. As technology keeps advancing, the use of gadgets is being maximised.
We can finish the tasks at our fingertips. Also, we are never afraid of getting
disconnected from friends as long as we have a cell phone in our hand. That sounds
great, doesn’t it? It is true that the advance in technology makes our daily tasks
easier to accomplish but, at the same time, we are also losing the ability to get those
daily tasks done slowly because we hold the attitude that it is the Internet’s job,
not ours, to do all these things. Thus, we have become more reliant upon our ‘dear’
internet, which may directly affect our learning attitude. We may lack the motivation
to learn on our own. In a word, online activities should be something which inspires
us, so that we learn to be not only a smart learner but also to avoid being a baby,
assisted from step to step.
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Another problem is that online activities have intruded into our lives and
affected our mental health. There are various online activities including socialising
and communicating with other users online. Engaging in social media, we are able
to connect to our friends on social platforms, chatting and playing online games with
them. The online activities take up a huge part of our social lives. Once the activities
stop, many of us feel at a loss, feeling insecure and isolated. Take the Internet, for
example, people are fully immersed in the joy of browsing the Internet; they trust
everything on it and they treat it as a linkage between them and the outside world.
Once the Internet is not in use, they feel like they have lost something very important
as they have a heavy reliance upon the internet, thus making them feel disconnected,
just like an astronaut in outer space. This feeling can result in depression. It is sad but
true that online activities have a great power to affect us mentally and emotionally.

Although the problems might be already deep-rooted, I believe that we can get rid
of them by taking baby steps to address this issue. There are two possible solutions.

Firstly, we should strike a balance between online activities and our own real
lives. We need to have a clear mind so that what happens online is virtual and
shouldn’t spend most of our time on it. Instead, we should concentrate on our real
lives. By adjusting the time of using electronic devices, I am sure that our reliance
upon them will be greatly reduced. At the same time, we should also enjoy quality
time away from electronic devices. With less time online, there is less chance for
online activities to affect our mental and physical health.

Secondly, we should also try to widen our horizons by developing more hobbies
and skills. If we had the desire to constantly improve ourselves, we would be better
people; we would be more independent and awesome. With the development of a
range of different skills, we wouldn’t rely on the internet too much but would finish
our tasks ourselves. We would find happiness and our social circles would also be
enlarged. This is what life would be if we had first-hand experiences, not secondhand
ones, where we would finish different tasks ourselves, not relying on the internet, but
gain our own experience.

As Barack Obama once said, ‘If you run, you stand a chance of losing but if you
don’t run, you’ve already lost.” We should take a step forward and make a change, the
problems brought by online activities should not be underestimated. Otherwise, all of
us will inevitably become victims of the “cyber-effect”. Let’s make a change now!
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This film is a Stephen Chbosky’s 2012 masterpiece. After the success of his
novel, ‘The Perks of being a Wallflower’, he also directed the movie inspired by
it. It is a young adult movie, starring Logan Lerman, who became famous after his
performance in Percy Jackson, Emma Watson, the well-known Hermione from Harry
Potter and the talented Ezra Miller.

In this movie, we go back to the 90s, in typical middle-class America. Charlie
is a 15-year-old boy who is going to start a new chapter of his life, high school.
In middle school he was not what the others guys call ‘popular’, but he is now
determined to start high school with a completely new attitude. Unfortunately, his
introverted character and his shyness do not allow him to make a lot of friends. In
fact the only friend he is able to make on the first day of school is Mr. Anderson,
the English teacher. They surely share a passion for English literature. Once
Charlie meets Sam and Patrick, though, his life tilts: loads of friends, parties, new
experiences and also a view of his past that threatens to come back. With the help
of his crazy, new friends, Charlie feels that he can finally become the person he was
always wanted to be: just himself.

It is well worth seeing because of the great performances of all the cast and the
wonderful job of the director. The movie also has a touching soundtrack that makes
viewers remember this piece of art for a very long time. It is an impressive portrayal
of friendship, teenagers’ years, love, drug abuse and mental health problems. It can
make you cry and smile at the same time.

[ appreciate the film mostly because it has such a plausible plot. It is also
because the viewers can feel all the emotions of the actors through the screen.

[ strongly recommend this movie to all teenagers and adults. You can learn a lot

from Charlie’s experiences. Last but not least, on a scale from zero to five, I give this
film five! The public will certainly want to watch this movie again and again.
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When the burden of expectations
is too much to bear
5A Carmen Li Yin Ting

Nowadays, students need to bear lots of expectation from their parents and
teachers. This phenomenon in turn produces more stress. A wide variety of reasons
make students suffer from desperation or different kinds of mental illnesses. This is
a worrying trend. Worst of all, some students may even commit suicide as a way to
deal with their problems and stress. Let us dive into the problems to understand what
makes them end their life.

Firstly, more and more parents want their sons and daughters to get higher marks
in exams. Because of this, students must join tutorial classes and this makes them
lose their freedom to relax properly. Students are at such a critical stage and no one
is foolish enough to deny that students and teenagers enjoy having fun and free
time with their friends, not simply spending all their time studying. Homework and
different tutorial classes pile up; students have a lot on their plate. Tight schedules
are a tall order for students to cope with. This phenomenon makes stress heap up and
students cannot reduce the pressure, so when they lock their mind up, it is easy to
understand why they choose to take their own lives.

Secondly, suicide is commonplace among students and teenagers. In this
generation, students lack the skills to manage their own problems in this well-
protected monster-parent world. Plus, they are losing their sense of worthiness too as
they are born into this competitive environment. When a problem comes, they may
not know how to deal with it. As a result, many give up or find other silly ways to
help them to reduce pressure. Suicide is the most stupid way but, to teenagers who
are yet to become mature, it is the easiest way to make all difficulties disappear.
After one silly suicide victim commits suicide and gets published in a newspaper,
many others follow.

To sum up, I want to tell everybody to cherish their lives. Everyone is valuable
and everyone has a part to play to make the world a happy place. Please remember:
extreme methods cannot help you to deal with your problems. There are many
people who are just around to offer their helping hands to us!
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Food donation network
must be expanded
5A Terence Kwok Tang Mo

The food waste problem is serious
in Hong Kong. There is a large amount
of food wasted every day. Therefore, we
have to start to reduce food waste to make
our diet sustainable.
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Education is a way to have the public
reduce food waste. Many Hong Kong
people like ordering a lot when they
are dining out with family and friends.
However, usually the food cannot be
finished at the end of the meal and it will
end up as landfill. I know the government
has done a lot to try to reduce food waste,
educating the public to order just the right
amount of food so that we can finish it
and reduce food waste.

Not only should the government
educate the public, but parents should also
teach their children about this social issue.
Parents should teach their children not
to waste food starting from an early age.
Consequently, children can understand the
concept and consequences of wasting food
and understand that dealing with food
sustainability is all of our responsibility.

Food donation is also a way out to minimise food waste. I know some
organisations like Food Bank collect unused yet edible food. The food comes from
supermarkets, restaurants and private individuals. It is turned into nutritious meals
for the poor and the needy. By doing so, not only can we reduce food waste, but we
can also help those in need in our society — killing two birds with one stone!

I hope the amount of food waste can be reduced in the near future. Let us take up
this responsibility together!
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We need babies!
5E Ivy Poon Hiu Tung

Nowadays, South Korea is facing a low fertility rate. In fact, this problem is
affecting our population as well, including the effect on employment and economic
growth. As a result, the Korean government is going to rescue the economy by
trying to raise the birth rate. In fact, our city is also facing the problem of an aging
population so the HK government ought to address this issue and implement similar
policies.

Saving money is one of the main reasons for lots of couples not giving birth
in Korea. Actually, heaps of low-income families delay and even forego having
children since they earn little money and don’t want to invest most of their economic
resources in their children’s development. To be honest, rearing a child is not easy
as there are many economic hurdles such as expensive tuition. Therefore, a lot of
couples don’t expect to have children. In short, serious economic pressure may be
the main reason for Korea’s low birth rate.
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According to the news, the Korean government is pursuing a more
comprehensive policy package aimed at lowering some of the barriers to childbirth.
As you know, saving money is the main reason for Koreans not giving birth. As a
result, if there is enough financial support, couples may consider having children.
In fact, the Korean government has tried to pursue a policy which provides such
support. However, the policy fails to sufficiently tackle the high economic hurdles.
Therefore, the government is trying to give more support.

With the low fertility rate, Hong Kong is facing the problem of an aging
population. I believe the Hong Kong government should put more resources into
this area. As you know, people didn’t mind having heaps of children in the past.
However, citizens can’t afford the cost of bringing up children nowadays so they
only give birth to one or two children or even decide not to have a family at all. As
a result, the aging population issue will become more serious in the future. In my
opinion, the best way for the government to facilitate the problem is to give more
support to families which have children. With the support, couples may consider
giving birth to more children. Therefore, the population will be balanced so the
problem of an aging population will lessen. To be honest, the aging population issue
is growing more serious because of the low birth rate, and yes, it may be solved if
the government puts more resources into this issue.

To sum up, economic hurdles are the reason for the low fertility rate in Hong
Kong and Korea. As a result, providing more support and assisting citizens to
overcome the economic obstacles associated with rearing children seems to be a
feasible solution.
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A letter to the editor
5E Austin Ho Tsz Hin

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to a recent government’s policy furnishing each secondary
school with a subsidy of HK$200,000 for the development of their school-based
STEM projects, which stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.
From my point of view, it is not appropriate for the government to adopt such a policy.

Among all reasons why I frown upon this project, the foremost factor is that it
contradicts the greatest prospect of education — students are capable of being well-
rounded and versatile. In an attempt to offset a substantial cost of the policy, the
Education Bureau has made a deplorable decision by reducing the annual reading grant
to school starting from 2017. In this manner, hardly can schools keep the diversity
of reading materials in various fields. Confined by limited resources, students will
have less exposure to other categories of reading materials, be it fine art, literature
or sport. With this in mind, rarely can it arouse students’ interest, let alone magnetise
them to develop further. Therefore, the proposal is contradictory to the anticipation of
education.

Not only do the STEM subsidies impede the students’ development, but it also

creates an illusion that STEM outweighs language subjects. With the considerable
funds laid on STEM projects, students may probably possess a misconception that
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language subjects are not as significant as STEM. In this way, they place more
emphasis on STEM and are ignorant of the importance of language. However, contrary
to the thought, overwhelming courses in diverse universities take language into deeper
consideration rather than STEM. As a result, it is not surprising that the policy may
negatively mislead students.

Some may argue that the STEM subsidies may cater for the escalating number of
STEM specialists desired in the foreseeable future as it is favourable to help schools
provide students with a better condition to acquire knowledge of STEM. While it
seems justifiable, we should take a glance at the present circumstances. As a matter
of fact, many schools in Hong Kong have been achieving outstanding results in this
area even in international competitions. It means that there are sufficient resources
for common local schools to accomplish the hardships and garner exceptional
achievement. Is it still necessary for the government to subsidise schools, regardless of
the students’ comprehensive development?

Instead of channeling more resources into school-based STEM projects, the
government should organise more activities in this area, ranging from talks to
competitions. It is believed that it may enhance the students’ exposure to STEM, as
well as stir up their interest in STEM. At the same time, it will neither deprive students
of reading materials, nor will it lay excessive emphasis on STEM academically.

First and last, it is undesirable to see students have imbalanced development. In
terms of students’ interest, the STEM subsidies are not an effective tool at all times. It
is hoped that the government may reflect on the repercussion of the subsidies and grant
Hong Kong students a favourable learning environment.
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In recent years, more and more Hong Kong citizens, especially teenagers,
have become more and more concerned about the current political situation. They
are more likely to air their views through different means such as large-scaled
demonstrations. In 2014, Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
decided on electoral reform regarding the future Hong Kong Chief Executive and
Legislative Council elections. The decision thus upset many Hong Kong citizens,
including me. The public then demanded the Committee retract the decision. The
Umbrella Movement was the ultimate by-product. Some people wisely triggered the
movement and went on strikes to fight for the future of Hong Kong and the benefits
of the next generation. Since then, more and more Hong Kong citizens, particularly
teenagers, have become aware of power and politics.

Owing to the raising of political awareness, an increasing number of Hong Kong
citizens voted on 3rd September which was the day of 2016 Legislative Council
election. Since then, more and more citizens have had a greater sense of belonging
to Hong Kong. Democracy has prevailed. They thought they needed to select the
right candidates to voice their grievances. Many of them cast a vote on the day of
election. The voting rate increased Incredibly. In Tai Koo Shing, the voting even
finished after midnight. This reflects that Hong Kong citizens really wanted to make
their voices heard.

However, things weren’t as expected. The authenticity of election was a point
of concern. A woman was allowed to show a photocopy of her identity card while
casting a vote. How could this be tolerated? In this case, the government did not
treat the election seriously. From the citizens’ perspectives, the government is
no longer trustworthy and disappointment and hatred is growing. To remedy the
situation, the government should be more responsive to the citizens’ needs.

For me, I am going to vote to express my views, since I will be 18 which is the
eligible age to vote. I am determined to make a difference to the future of Hong
Kong. Don’t assume that one person cannot change anything and sit with the folded
arms. Gathering many a person can be a great force for change. With the concerted
effort of Hong Kong citizens, the government should notice the shortcomings and
make concrete amendments. In a word, the heightened political awareness of Hong
Kongers is really shaping the future of Hong Kong.
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Organ donation ey
L2 o )F\
6E Christine Leung Ching Yan snge

After reading this news, I’ve realised organ transplants have become the only
hope for some patients. Also, it can raise our awareness about organ donation.

From the news, I’ve learned that more than 70 local secondary schools will
use Hong Kong’s first organ donation teaching materials to boost donations. The
materials were developed by the Hong Kong Organ Transplant Foundation from
Form 4 to Form 6. The foundation’s founding president, Dr. Kelvin Ho Kai-leung
told us that education at a young age is important. Moreover, our city’s organ
donation rate has been ranked among the lowest in the world, with just 5.8 donors
for every one million residents.

It’s delightful that many students have reacted positively to these materials. They
feel that the materials can heighten their awareness about organ donation. Actually,
adding to their curriculum can also enrich their knowledge about organ transplants.
Moreover, the new materials lets them get to know more about the issue from
different perspectives. Most importantly, the materials can cultivate a great sense of
compassion and sympathy.

However, due to the short supply of transplantable organs, two thousand local
patients and their families have to wait desperately. While waiting for the transplant,
they count their days in the face of death. How helpless and anxious they must feel!

It is even more tragic if many patients die before finding the right organ match.

It is more blessed to give than to receive, so let’s register as organ donors!
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